
1 
 

WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Regular Scheduled Meeting – Minutes 

Tuesday, April 5, 2016 
7:00 PM 

 
Members Present 

Monica Ferrari   Mary Pat Musselman 
Ed Hodges    Mark Everett 

Judi Hickson    William Kenner 
 

Members Absent 
Geraldine McKinley 

 
Others Present 

John Rodman, Director 
Emily Rebert, Historic Planner 

Jessica Green, Administrative Support 
 

 
I. Opening of the meeting 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Invocation 
A moment of silence was taken. 
 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff. 
 
IV. Old Business 
 
V. Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
 A.  Major Works 
 

1.  A request has been made by Mr. Jerry Bienes for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
remove a tree located on the south east corner of the property on 322 East Water Street.  
The tree is beginning to uproot itself. 
 
Mr. Jerry Bienes came forward and was sworn in.  He explained that they would like to 
remove the tree. 
 
Rebecca Clark came forward and voiced her concerns with removing so many shade 
trees in the historic district.  She explained that this tree is very healthy and is not 
damaging any historic structure.  She asked that if they continue to remove these large 
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shade trees that they have an arborist look at the trees and replace them with 
appropriate trees.  Ms. Clark stated that every time one of these large trees is taken 
down the historic look of the town is being changed.   
 
The Commission discussed the request.  Mary Pat Musselman stated that she agreed 
with Rebecca Clark and it is very unfortunate that they are seeing so many large growth 
trees being taken down.  Monica Ferrari stated that the tree is uprooting itself because it 
is an older tree and is seeking nourishment, and this doesn’t make the tree unhealthy.  
She stated that they should not be cutting down 150 year old trees just because they are 
lifting up the sidewalk.  She also stated that the tree is not close enough to the house in 
the picture to be detrimental to the house in any way.  She stated that she is not for 
taking down this tree.  Mary Pat Musselman asked if the tree interfered with the plan to 
construct a house on the property.  Mr. Bienes stated that the house would be set back 
further.  He also stated that he didn’t know what type of tree it is.         
 
Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission deny a Certificate of Appropriateness to Jerry and Nancy Bienes to remove 
a tree located on the south west corner of the property located at 322 East Water Street.  
This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with 
the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Section 4.1 
Landscaping, however it is a very old tree and if it does not specifically implead their 
designs the tree should be saved and an arborist should look at the tree.  Monica Ferrari 
seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.  
 
2.  A request has been made by Mr. Glenn Simpson for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
to remove two sweet bay magnolia trees located in the front yard of the property at 322 
East Main Street.  The trees are encroaching on the roof of the house and power lines. 
 
Glenn Simpson came forward and was sworn in.  Mr. Simpson stated that he provided 
the Commission with an email from Wayne Woolard the he received on April 1st which 
gives some additional information that he was unaware of when he made his original 
request.  Mr. Simpson stated that the Magnolias are beautiful and gorgeous but they are 
50/60 feet high and they are beginning to destroy part of his fence around his 126 year 
old home built in 1890.  Mr. Simpson stated that the trees are also starting to push 
toward the foundation on his home.  He stated that the tree near the carport has also 
started to break up the concreted driveway.  Mr. Simpson then referred to the letter from 
Mr. Woolard and his analysis of the trees.  He stated that he does not want the trees to 
fall into the street or to fall and damage any historic structure or property.   
 
Monica Ferrari asked if it was just two trees.  Mr. Simpson stated that it would be three 
trees according to the recommendation from Wayne Woolard.  Mr. Simpson stated that 
he is asking to remove all three trees.  His original request was two, but based upon 
Wayne Woolard’s findings he would like to include the third tree.  Mr. Simpson stated 
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that they will be replacing the trees with three shade trees and are open to suggestions 
from the Commission on what type of tree. 
 
Mary Pat Musselman stated that once again it is very unfortunate that they are looking at 
these beautiful trees coming down.  Ed Hodges then gave a brief history on the trees 
from his perspective, being that he grew up across the street from this property.  He 
explained that the trees are much older than the fence.  He stated that the trees have 
been there longer than he has been alive and he feels it is a terrible shame to cut these 
trees down.  Monica Ferrari stated that she did go look at the trees and she has to agree 
with Mr. Simpson.  As much as she hates to cut down old trees, the two trees in the front 
are too close to the foundation of his house.  She stated that she did not feel this was 
the case for the tree in the back.  She stated that personally she would not want that 
large of a root system to that close to her house.  Ms. Ferrari then talked about what the 
trees should be replaced with and presented Mr. Simpson with a list of appropriate 
replacement trees to consider.  Mark Everett stated that he too hates to see old trees 
come down, but in this case there is obviously some current damage happening to the 
foundation of the structure and the Commission is here also to protect historic structures.  
He stated that he would hate to see further damage to that structure due to the trees.  
Mr. Everett encouraged the owner to work with his arborist and replace the trees with 
something appropriate.  Judi Hickson stated that she agreed.  She stated that when the 
trees were planted they were much smaller and they were beautiful.  Ms. Hickson stated 
that over the years these trees unfortunately outgrow the space in which they are 
supposed to be confined and they come to the unfortunate conclusion that they have to 
come down.  She stated that she felt that the house is more important than the trees and 
as much as she hates it she feels at least the two should come down.  Mr. William 
Kenner stated that he appreciated the letter from Mr. Wayne Woolard explaining the 
future use of a barrier to protect the house and making the Commission aware of this 
technology.   
 
Monica Ferrari made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Glenn and Kathleen Simpson to 
remove two sweet bay magnolia trees located in the front yard of the property located at 
322 East Main Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the 
application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, 
specifically Section 4.1 Landscaping.  I further move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission place the following conditions on the approval:  that Mr. Simpson not go 
with the recommendation to replace them with two live oaks, but refer to the presented 
list of suggestions and replace each tree.  Her motion was seconded by Judi Hickson.  
The motion passed with a majority vote with Ed Hodges and Mary Pat Musselman voting 
in opposition.   
 
3.  A request has been made by Mr.  Jim Wiley, acting as agent for Beacon Street, for a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a new single family, two-story dwelling on Lot 
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#17.  The home will be consistent and will match single family residences in the 
development. 
 
Carol Nash represented Beacon Street came forward and presented the request. 
 
Mary Pat Musselman made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Jim Wiley of Beacon Street 
Development to construct a new single family dwelling on the property located at Lot #17 
Moss Landing.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is 
congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically 
Chapter 5.0 New Construction Section 5.2 Residential Construction.  Her motion was 
seconded by Mark Everett.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.  
 
B.  Minor Works 
 
1.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
for the owner of 143 North Market Street to repair the roof on the property.  
2.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
for the owner of 756 West Second Street to repair and replace rot on the porch, siding, 
and eaves of the property.  
3.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
for the owner of 418 East Second Street to place a garden shed in the rear yard of the 
property, behind a fence.   
4.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
for the owner of 307 East Second Street to place a garden shed in the rear yard of the 
property, behind a fence. 
5.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
for the owner of 247 East Second Street to repair and replace the rotten sills, down-
posts, and siding of the property using like materials.  
6.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
for the owner of 731 West Main Street to install a 2’x2’ sign on a lamp post in the front 
yard of the property. 
7.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
for the owner of 731 West Main Street to remove a dead tree in the front yard of the 
property. The owner will be planting multiple large trees on the property within the year. 
8.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
for the owner of 730 West Main Street to repair and replace the rotten posts and railings 
on the front porch of the property using like materials. 
9.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
for the owner of 113 Harvey Street to replace shingles on the roof of the property using 
like materials. 
10.   A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the owner of 742 West Main Street to install gravel over the current 
dirt driveway on the property. 
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11.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
for the owner of the Corner of Bonner and Third Street to repair and replace the roof and 
broken windows of the commercial building on the property using like materials. 
 
Mark Everett made a motion to accept all the minor works.  Judi Hickson seconded the 
motion.  All voted in favor. 
 

VI. Other Business 
 
 1.  Scott Campbell:  Supporting the Demolition by Neglect Ordinance 
 

Scott Campbell came forward and spoke about the Demolition by Neglect Ordinance 
and its importance to the historic district.  He also spoke about how the district is being 
pulled down by homeowners who are not taking care of their properties.  He also 
recommended that staff hold a workshop for the Commission to explain to them the 
process and what the role of the Commission is pertaining to the Demolition by Neglect 
Ordinance.  He also spoke about civil penalties for property owners who ignore letters 
and hearings.  Mr. Campbell asked the Commission to lobby City Council to make the 
Demolition by Neglect Ordinance a priority.     
 
Rebecca Clark came forward to address the Commission.  Ms. Clark stated that she was 
there to discuss the fence that was illegally put up at 331 E Main Street over the 
weekend.  Ms. Clark stated that the home owner was denied a fence two or three years 
ago.  Ms. Clark stated that there needs to be some kind of reprimand and this should not 
be allowed to happen.  She stated that when a homeowner violates a current regulation 
there needs to be consequences.  Ms. Clark stated that they are at a critical juncture and 
they need to do something about this type of circumstance.  She stated that the fence 
should be taken down.  She asked the Commission to make sure there is some kind of 
repercussion when something like this happens. 
 
John Rodman explained the process that must be followed in this case and what staff 
has done in this matter.  He explained that staff has contacted the property and informed 
her of what must be done.  He explained that there is a process that must be followed 
and answered questions from the Commission about the process.  The Commission 
expressed their frustrations with the process.  The Commission also discussed a fence 
put up by the new Church located on 2nd Street.  Mr. Rodman explained that the property 
the Church was built on is not located in the historic district.  Ed Hodges stated that if the 
church property is not in the historic district, they have no control over it.  Mr. Hodges 
then stated that they will do everything they can to remedy the fence situation at 331 E 
Main Street.  Mr. Rodman stated that he would contact the attorney and see how to 
proceed.  He again explained the importance of due process. 
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William Kenner spoke about the Demolition by Neglect ordinance and some of the loop holes 
that homeowners find in the ordinance.  He stated that they must work with Council to change 
some of the wording in the ordinance to strengthen it.     
 2.  Demolition by Neglect Ordinance:  Residential Inventory 
 

Emily Rebert came forward and presented the current residential inventory they have for 
the Demolition by Neglect project.  She asked the Commission to review the list.  William 
Kenner asked if she could go by and look at the property at 718 E Main Street.   

 
 3.  Demolition by Neglect Ordinance:  Property Status 
  

Ms. Rebert updated the Commission on the properties that have been notified and the 
three properties being notified this month.  Ms. Rebert then answered questions from the 
Commission about the process and the time frame on some of the properties.  Ms. 
Rebert stated that some of these homes have fallen into such disrepair that it is 
overwhelming so they must be broken down into small projects.  She explained that 
these homes will not be fixed overnight but they must continue on a progressive path.  
William Kenner spoke about a group getting together and volunteering their services to 
help some of these homeowners.  Ms. Rebert spoke about establishing a revolving fund.      

 
 
VII. Approval of Minutes – March 1, 2016 
Judi Hickson made a motion to approve the March 1st minutes.  Mary Pat Musselman seconded 
the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried. 
 
VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business Judi Hickson made a motion to adjourn.  Her motion was 
seconded by Mark Everett.  All voted in favor. 

 
 
 


